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Do you have changes to your policy?  Increasing your level 

of coverage?  Do you want to add options?  Adding a crop? 

It is important to share with us any changes to your farming 

operation i.e. irrigation added, land added, NBG, expanding to 

a new county, acres emerging from CRP, adding a crop, etc.  If 

you have any changes to your entity i.e. death of an SBI, did 

you get married, have name change, etc.  Please let us know 

by March 15!  Failure to inform us of any changes may put 

your insurance coverage in jeopardy. 

* SBI = Person of Substantial Beneficial Interest in your farming operation 

Sales Closing Deadline March 15 Spring Crop 
Discovery Prices 

Prices are determined based 

on the Average Price on the 

CBOT for the month of Feb-

ruary for Corn, Soybeans &     

Grain Sorghum. 

Contracts for Vegetable 

Crops must be submitted by 

Acreage Reporting 

What Does Precision Farming Have to Do  
with Your Crop Insurance Policy? 

     As farmers are getting comfortable with precision 
farming, it’s finding a suitable purpose in the crop in-
surance arena.  What was once a tool for larger farms, 
precision technologies are now 
being utilized by operations big 
and small.  These relatively re-
cent tools are arming farmers 
with beneficial data for their pro-
duction. The primary aim of precision agriculture is to 
ensure profitability, efficiency, and sustainability. Data 
collected from the precision farming technologies cre-
ates various amounts of information that can be easily 
submitted to your agent. We can use planted acreage 
records from automated planter monitoring systems.   
Harvested production from combine grain monitors can 
be used for APH reporting. Precision data can be used 
for claims and APH reviews.   

Get a Marketing Plan…..  
and Stop Thinking About It 

     Going into 2020, know your breakeven 
prices on the cost of production and come up 
with a written marketing plan. Make sure you 
take advantage of those few good opportuni-
ties to sell grain throughout the year.  Think 
through those sales dates throughout the year; 
set your targets and remain disciplined on 
your grain marketing plan.  The topic of trade 
and the impact on the markets has everyone 
worn out.   Those trade issues are not going 
away anytime soon just focus your plan on the 
variables you can control – where is the mar-
ket today and what are my opportunities.  
     It is important to leverage your crop insur-
ance to provide a safety net for your market-
ing plan.  Your crop insurance policy can pro-
tect the bushels you market.  You should not 
have to worry about producing enough bush-
els to fulfill a futures contract.  We can help 
you determine the best coverage to cover the 
bushels you have marketed.   Crop insurance 
should be a part of the grain marketing plan. 

APH  Due April 15th 

     2019 crop yields are due April 15th for 
spring planted crops.  However, for an 
accurate review of your policy before the 
sales closing dates, it is important to sub-
mit your yields as soon as possible.   The 

reporting of your production and yield data establish-
es your APH and does affect your insurance cover-
age.    If you have not turned in your production and 
yields worksheet (yellow form), please complete and 
submit to us as soon as possible. 

“Let us not forget that the cultivation of the 
earth is the most important labor of man. 
When tillage begins, other arts will follow. 
The farmers, therefore, are the founders of 
civilization.”                                                                              
    Daniel Webster 



Want to contact us but don’t have time to talk or you think of something at 2:00a.m. and you don’t want to wake us 

……… Text us at 302-470-7348.    Remember to identify this number in your phone as King Crop so you know 

who is texting you back!   King Crop Insurance Office 302.855.0800 

  

Farmers Rely on Crop Insurance 

     Crop insurance protects more than 90 percent of 
planted acres nationally. And it’s so popular that 
farmers are willing to collectively contribute about 
$4 billion a year from their own pockets to purchase 
protection and help remove some degree of risk from 
a very volatile business. That cost-sharing structure 
makes it a good investment for taxpayers as well, 
replacing expensive disaster bills of the past, while 
ensuring a safe and plentiful food supply.  No, a crop 
insurance check will never come close to what a 
farmer can get from a good harvest. Like homeown-
er’s insurance, farmers do not collect a dime without 
a verifiable loss and pay-
ing a deductible. But crop 
insurance does offer farm-
ers some peace of mind, 
which allows them to fo-
cus on producing higher-
yielding, better-quality crops. Trying to navigate the 
ups and downs of American agriculture is difficult 
and it would be even harder without the protection 
that crop insurance provides.  It is important to con-
sult with us on a annual basis to review your crop 
insurance coverage to ensure adequate coverage for 
your operation.  There are programs available for all 
sorts of operation whether your operations is a dairy 
farm, haying operation, vegetables, grain crops, 
vineyards or perennial crops (blueberries, cranber-
ries, apples, etc.)  Remember, there are hard dead-
lines restricted by the USDA for policy review and 
changes.  January 31 for potatoes, February 15 for 
processing green peas, March 15 for spring planted 
crops, September 30 for small grains and November 
15 for Rainfall Index, cranberries, blueberries, wine 
vineyards and apples.  Call us today for a quote and 
review for your spring planted crops. 

Delaware Ag Safety 
 Conference 
March 18th 9:00–3:00 
     (lunch provided)   

Agriculture is one of the most hazardous industries in the U.S. and this seminar, part of DFB’s Ag 
Safety campaign, will encourage farmers to “think safety first.”  The conference will be held at the 
Harrington Fire Hall from 9 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. in the.  All farmers are encouraged to participate.  
Register on line at www.defb.org or call 302-697-3183. Sponsored by the Delaware Farm Bureau 

We Have Farm Maps Available 

     Color printed copies 
of your farm maps are 
available.  If you 
would like to report 
your planted acres us-
ing a printed map, con-
tact our office to re-
ceive your maps.   We 
have various mapping 
products available to us to make it easier and more 
efficient to obtain crop reporting data.   Using the 
map based acreage reporting, you can visually veri-
fy the crop reporting is correct and provide us with 
a better, overall, understanding of your farming op-
eration.   
     Acreage reporting can be entered electronically 
through our FarmMaps system.   We can sit down 
with you and enter the crop acres planted directly 
into the FarmMaps system. There is a lot at stake 
in making sure your crop insurance acreage re-
porting is accurate and on time.    Just let us 
know what reporting method works best for you. 

Replants  

If you need to replant, thinking about replanting 
or dreaming of replanting, please CALL US 
FIRST! You are leaving money on the table if 
you do not contact us first!  We must have a re-
plant NOL on file before you put that planter back 
in the ground.  Call us at 302-855-0800 or text us 
at 302-470-7348.  

ARC / PLC Selections at FSA Due March 15 

King Crop Insurance  302.855.0800  agents@kingcrop.com 

http://www.defb.org


Jackie’s Corner  
     As USDA continues to implement the 2018 Farm 
Bill, there is a new option for 2020 crop year for our 
area called Hurricane Insurance Protection- Wind 
Index (HIP-WI). The farm bill required RMA to de-
velop a policy to insure crops against losses due to a 
tropical storm or hurricane.  What we know today 
about the new option: Coverage will focus on hurri-
cane (wind) with a target date for the 2020 hurricane 
season.  HIP-WI will be an option to add coverage 
for hurricanes to an existing MPCI policy.  It is not a 
stand-alone policy.  This product will cover the de-
ductible portion up to 95% of the crop value (very 
similar to the Supplemental Coverage Option, SCO).  
Premium subsidy is fixed at 65%.  This option is 
elected at Sales Closing Date for 2020, however 
since RMA has not completed the policy or have 
rates available, for this year only the sales closing 
date will be April 30, 2020.  Subsequent sales clos-
ing dates will be the same as the MPCI policy. 70 
different crops will be covered.  If a hurricane occurs 
during the insurance period, a payment is made.  All 
of Delaware, Maryland Eastern Shore and New Jer-
sey counties will be covered per the map on the 
RMA website. Data from the National Hurricane 
Center (NHC) will be used by RMA to designate 
which counties are eligible for a HIP-WI payment.  
Only one payment per crop per year. Stay tuned…  
as we receive more info, as always, we’ll be sure to 
share! 
     Delaware Farm Bureau celebrated 75 years!  On 
December 7th Farm Bureau members packed the Del-
One Center, along with others in the Ag Industry.  
What a joyous occasion!  To help the DFB celebrate, 
my crazy sisters (Donna and Nancy) and I came up 

with an idea to auction 
ourselves off for a Mur-
der Mystery Dinner 
with the proceeds going 
to the Young Farmers 
and Ranchers.  Our sis-
ter, Bonny joined us in 
a video to promote our 
auction item.  It goes 
without saying much 

laughter and fun was had creating the video.  It was 
very humbling for the Young Farmers and Ranchers 
and a special THANK YOU to Alan and Jenny Gar-
ey on the winning bid of $1600.  We look forward to 
serving you and your guest at the Murder Mystery 
Dinner. Without doubt, it will be an evening of fel-
lowship and lots of  
laughter. 
     State Farm Bureau 
organizations are very 
important to our farming 
communities.  As the 
number of farmers gets 
smaller, it is very im-
portant our voices stay strong.  There are fewer and 
fewer organizations that promote agriculture.  Mem-
bership is the backbone.  If not a Farm Bureau mem-
ber, please become one.  Contact the Farm Bureau at 
www.defb.org or 302.697.3183. 
As always, feel free to contact me with any questions 
or concerns….or just to chat!  
     Jackie 

Catastrophic Coverage Fee Increase 
     2018 Farm Bill increased the CAT fee from $300 to $655.  CAT policies pay indemnities for losses in ex-
cess of 50% of the APH yield at 55 % of the established price.  A producer can sign up for CAT coverage for 
a flat fee of $655 per crop per county.  If you have been carrying CAT coverage it is important to have us 
look at the cost of a buy-up policy, you may be able to receive better coverage at the time cost or lower than 
the CAT fee of $655. 

Cautiously Optimistic for U.S. Agriculture 
     The fourth quarter of 2019 ended with much more 
optimism on trade and the economy compared to 
how it began.  The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade 
Agreement advanced, the immigration reform and 
agricultural labor is moving forward, and the phase 
one deal with China was completed with a signing 
ceremony on January 15.  It is expected that China 
will continue to issue more tariff exemptions to its 
agriculture importers.   The U.S. economy is 
“humming” along with the start of the new year – 
low unemployment, wages outpacing inflation, 
strong housing prices, strong consumer spending, 
and record highs in equity markets. 

     Volatile weather, trade tensions and strong U.S. 
dollar were the key themes impacting U.S. grain ex-
ports and production in the fourth quarter of 2019.  
USDA’s ending stocks for the marketing year for 
corn was 1.91 billion bushels vs trade expectations 
of 1.77 billion.  The soybean ending stocks per 
USDA were 475 million bushels vs trade’s expecta-
tion of 431 million bushels.   There is potential for 
corn price rallies in the coming months.  If there are 
increased soybean sales to China resulting from the 
trade resolution, we will see a decrease in soybean 
ending stocks and hopefully a price increase.   So, 
let’s be cautiously optimistic! 
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King Crop Insurance, Inc. 

101 W Market Street 

Georgetown, DE  19947 

Spring Crop  

Sales Closing Deadline 

March 15 

• Change Your Insurance Coverage 

 Level of Coverage 

 Plan of Insurance 

 Unit Division (Basic, Optional, Enterprise) 

 Coverage by Practice 

• Entity Type Changes (divorced, married, LLC       
 partnership, etc.) 

• Have you added land or added land in another 
 county 

• Address Change, phone number change, email 
 change, etc.? 

Contact us Today  302.855.0800 

 

Sales Closing for Spring Crops 

Deadline for Making Changes to your MPCI Policy 

March 15 

February 15 for Green Peas 

Upcoming Events: 

Feb 11     Easter Shore Veg Mtg, Cambridge  

Feb 11  Harford Cty Agronomy Day, Street MD  

Feb 12   Scheelers Seed Mtg, Cecilton, MD  

Feb 13  Women in Ag, Dover DE 

Feb 19  Caroline Cty Agronomy Night, Denton, MD 

Feb 20  Dairy Day, Hartly, DE 

Feb 25      GIVE FFA DAY 

Feb 29  Queen Anne Cty Agronomy Day, Centerville, MD  

Feb 28-29 MD Grape Growers Conference, Baltimore, MD         

  

We thank you for your business and confidence in King Crop to handle your crop insurance needs! 


